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Promoting Collaboration: Integrating Natural and Social Sciences in Nordic Wildlife Research 

Main applicant: Caitlin Mandeville1; Collaborating applicants: Theresa Henke2,3, Elin Lundquist4 
1 Gjærevoll Centre, Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Norway 
2 Estación Experimental de Zonas Áridas, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (EEZA-CSIC), Spain 
3 Research Centre of the Westfjords, University of Iceland, Iceland (former) 
4 Department of Ecology, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Sweden 

 

The objective of Promoting Collaboration was to enhance collaboration among wildlife researchers 

in the natural and social sciences by drawing upon the diverse research expertise within the Nordic 

region to collaboratively produce research recommendations, with emphasis on guiding natural 

science researchers in supporting social science. 

 

Activity 1: Structured workshops and network formation 

The core activity was an in-person workshop, entitled “Nordic Symposium for Biodiversity Across 

the Natural & Social Sciences”, which was held on 22-23 Oct., 2024, in Trondheim, Norway. It was 

preceded by a half-day digital workshop for all participants on 8 Oct. 2024, and followed by several 

digital meetings, including a half-day manuscript workshop on 17 Nov. 2025. 

In total, there were 32 participants in the workshop and network. Invited participants were selected 

through a broad recruitment process that aimed for diversity across geography, research discipline, 

and career stage. 20% of participants responded to requests for an evaluation survey; of these, 

100% rated both their own experience and the overall organization as “great” or “excellent”. 

An additional planned sub-activity was to increase network collaboration through “talks to broader 

academic audiences at participating institutions”; this was achieved, with three workshop 

participants giving presentations at the workshop host institution. 

 

Activity 2: Finalizing recommendations and ongoing network activity 

The sub-activity “co-writ[ing] an academic article” is ongoing. Key completed achievements include 

finalizing and implementing the methods for generating recommendations, delegating coauthorship 

roles, and drafting the manuscript. The manuscript is presently in the late stages of preparation with 

anticipated journal submission by summer 2026. This represents a delay in the proposed timeline, 

which we attribute primarily to the nature of asynchronous collaboration in a large, international 

author group. Approximately 66% of the workshop participants remain engaged as coauthors. 

An additional planned sub-activity was “ongoing network activity”. This has been achieved: in the 

evaluation survey, 80% responded positively to the statement “Did the symposium facilitate useful 

connections with other participants?”. Since the symposium, additional manuscripts have been 

initiated by smaller groups of symposium participants; participants have launched collaborations, 

including funding proposals; and the network has been a forum for sharing information. To facilitate 

this, communication channels were established, including a digital workspace. 

 

Activity 3: Dissemination and network expansion 

The project results were presented at two conferences: the International Wildlife Congress 

(Lillehammer, 1-4 Sept. 2025, Caitlin Mandeville) and the Conference on Biology in Iceland 

(Reykjavík, 9-11 Oct. 2025, Theresa Henke). An additional planned activity was to expand the 

network reach by “leveraging connections in our network”. One example is our synergy with the 

Against Research Monoculture (ARM) initiative at NTNU; we interacted with ARM during a session 

at the symposium, which expanded our engagement with the arts and humanities. Another source 

of extension has been presentations about the work by participants at their own institutions. 

 

We greatly appreciate the support of the Nordic Board for Wildlife Research, which enabled the 

launch of a strong collaboration that continues to generate positive impacts for interdisciplinary 

collaboration in the Nordic wildlife sciences. 
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Figure 1. A selection of photos from the symposium. 
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Figure 2. Promotional material for applications to the symposium (page 1). 
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Figure 3. Promotional material for applications to the symposium (page 2). 
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Figure 4. Symposium schedule provided to participants. 

 

 
 

 

 

 


